Claims 



1. A method for aligning pages in a book comprising the steps of: 

5 generating portable document format (PDF) pages corresponding to pages of a book 

wherein the PDF pages comprise content areas of text or graphics or both and non- 
content areas surrounding the content areas; 

removing from the PDF pages peripheral, non-content areas to generate cropped 
PDF pages of the content areas on the page; and 
10 selecting a feature of the cropped PDF pages common to all the cropped PDF pages 

and aligning all cropped PDF pages to the selected feature. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the selected feature is a corner of the content of the 
pages. 

15 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the page comprises text content and image content 
and the cropped PDF pages comprise areas enclosing the text and image content. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the non-content portions correspond to white space 
20 comprising the borders around content 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the method generates one cropped PDF page 
comprising all the content on the page. 



25 6. The method of claim 1 further comprising selecting one or more groupings of PDF 
pages of pages from the book and performing the steps of claim 1 on the selected 
grouping(s). 



7. The method of claim 6 wherein the selected grouping(s) include odd and even 
30 pages. 



8. The method of claim 7 wherein a common feature for each grouping is a header or 
footer. 
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9. The method of claim 8 wherein the common feature is the page number. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the common feature is automatically selected. 

5 11. The method of claim 1 wherein further comprising the step of comparing the 
cropped PDF pages to each other to show their relative correspondence to each 
other. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 comprising the further step of selecting one or more of the 
10 compared PDF pages and manually aligning the selected PDF page to the common 

feature of the other PDF pages or to another feature common to the selected PDF 
pages. 

13. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of displaying the PDF pages as 
15 aligned. 

14. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of printing the aligned PDF 
pages. 

20 15. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

selecting one or more grouping(s) of PDF pages; 

previewing one of the PDF pages of the selected grouping(s); 

placing a first cursor on a feature of the content of the previewed PDF page; and 

aligning other PDF pages in the grouping(s) to the location of the selected feature. 

25 

16. The method of claim 15 further comprising the steps of: 
previewing other PDF pages of the grouping(s); 

placing a second cursor on the corresponding feature in the other displayed PDF 
pages; 

30 displaying the location of the first cursor on the other PDF pages; and 

moving the content area of the displayed PDF page to align the second cursor to the 
first cursor. 
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A method for aligning pages in a book and printing the book comprising the steps 
of: 

scanning the pages of a book to create portable document formatted (PDF) pages 
wherein the PDF pages comprise content areas of text or graphics or both and non- 
content areas surrounding the content areas; 

removing peripheral, non-content areas to generate cropped PDF pages of the 
content areas on the pages of the book; 

selecting a feature of the cropped PDF pages common to all the PDF pages; 
aligning all PDF pages to the selected feature; and 
printing the book. 

The method of claim 17 wherein the selected feature is a corner of the content of the 
pages. 

The method of claim 17 wherein the page comprises text content and image content 
and the cropped PDF pages comprise areas enclosing the text and image content. 

The method of claim 17 wherein the non-content portions correspond to white space 
comprising the borders around content 

The method of claim 17 wherein the method generates one cropped PDF page 
comprising all the content on the page. 

The method of claim 17 further comprising selecting one or more groupings of PDF 
pages from the book and performing the steps of claim 17 on the selected 
grouping(s). 

The method of claim 22 wherein the selected grouping(s) include odd and even 
pages. 

The method of claim 23 wherein a common feature for each grouping is a header or 
footer. 
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The method of claim 24 wherein the common feature is the page number. 

The method of claim 17 wherein the common feature is automatically selected. 

The method of claim 17 wherein further comprising the step of comparing the 
cropped PDF pages to each other to show their relative correspondence to each 
other. 

The method of claim 27 comprising the further step of selecting one or more of the 
compared PDF pages and manually aligning the selected PDF page to the common 
feature of the other PDF pages or to another feature common to the selected PDF 
pages. 

The method of claim 17 further comprising the step of displaying the PDF pages as 
aligned. 

The method of claim 17 further comprising: 

selecting one or more grouping(s) of PDF pages; 

previewing one of the PDF pages of the selected grouping(s); 

placing a first cursor on a feature of the content of the previewed PDF page; and 

aligning other PDF pages in the grouping(s) to the location of the selected feature. 

The method of claim 30 further comprising the steps of: 
previewing other PDF pages of the grouping(s); 

placing a second cursor on the corresponding feature in the other displayed PDF 
pages; 

displaying the location of the first cursor on the other PDF pages; and 

moving the cropped image of the content area of the displayed PDF page to align 

the second cursor to the first cursor. 

An apparatus for aligning pages in a book and printing the book comprising: 
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a scanner for scanning the pages of a book to create portable document formatted 
(PDF) pages wherein the PDF pages comprise content areas of text or graphics or 
both and non-content areas surrounding the content areas; 
a software program for operating on the PDF pages to remove peripheral, non- 
content areas to generate cropped PDF pages of the content areas on the pages of the 
book; 

means for selecting a feature of the cropped PDF pages common to all the PDF 
pages; 

aligning all PDF pages to the selected feature; and 
printing the book. 

The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the selected feature is a corner of the content of 
the pages. 

The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the page comprises text content and image 
content and the cropped PDF pages comprise areas enclosing the text and image 
content. 

The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the non-content portions correspond to white 
space comprising the borders around content 

The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the method generates one cropped PDF page 
comprising all the content on the page. 

The apparatus of claim 32 further comprising means for selecting one or more 
groupings of PDF pages of pages from the book and performing the steps of PDF 
claim 17 on the selected grouping(s). 

The apparatus of claim 37 wherein the selected grouping(s) include odd and even 
pages. 

The apparatus of claims 38 wherein a common feature for each grouping is a header 
or footer. 
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The apparatus of claim 39 wherein the common feature is the page number. 

The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the common feature is automatically selected. 

The apparatus of claim 32 further comprising means for comparing the cropped PDF 
pages to each other to show their relative correspondence to each other. 

The apparatus of claim 42 further comprising means for selecting one or more of the 
compared PDF pages and manually aligning the selected PDF page to the common 
feature of the other PDF pages or to another feature common to the selected PDF 
pages. 

The apparatus of claim 32 further comprising means for displaying the PDF pages 
as aligned. 

A method for aligning pages in a book comprising the steps of: 

generating a plurality of files corresponding to cropped pages of a book; 

grouping the files according to size; 

selecting standards for each grouping; and, 

aligning the pages according to the selected standards. 
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